Rare Book School Awards Twenty IMLS-RBS Fellowships

Charlottesville, VA, 11 February 2015 - Rare Book School (RBS) at the University of
Virginia has awarded twenty IMLS-RBS Fellowships for Early-Career Librarians. “This is
a great opportunity to equip younger librarians with the specialist skills they need to be
knowledgeable and trustworthy stewards of our rich textual heritage in the years to
come,” observed RBS Director Michael F. Suarez, S.J. “I am delighted that the pool of
applicants was remarkably strong — that bodes very well indeed for the future of special
collections librarianship.”

The IMLS-RBS Fellowship program is designed to help educate and contribute to the
professional development of early-career special collections librarians, with a special
emphasis on recruiting participants from groups currently underrepresented in the field.
Fellowships include funding to take a course at Rare Book School and to attend the
annual conference of the Rare Books and Manuscripts Section (RBMS) of the Association
of College & Research Libraries, a division of the American Library Association.

See the next page for a list of the 2015 IMLS-RBS Fellows.

The fellowship program is funded by a $279,830 grant from the Institute of Museum and
Library Services (IMLS) through their Laura Bush 21st Century Librarian Program, and
will include a second group of twenty fellowships to be awarded next year. The grant also
funds a replicable, longitudinal study of the program's impact on the professional
development and career growth of participating fellows.
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About the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS)

The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of federal support for
the nation's 123,000 libraries and 17,500 museums. Its mission is to inspire libraries and
museums to advance innovation, lifelong learning, and cultural and civic engagement. Its
grant making, policy development, and research help libraries and museums deliver
valuable services that make it possible for communities and individuals to thrive. To learn
more, visit www.imls.gov and follow IMLS on Facebook and Twitter.

About Rare Book School (RBS)

Rare Book School provides continuing-education opportunities for students from all
disciplines and levels to study the history of written, printed, and digital materials with
leading scholars and professionals in the fields of bibliography, librarianship, book
history, manuscript studies, and the digital humanities. Founded in 1983, RBS moved to
its present home at the University of Virginia in 1992. RBS is a not-for-profit educational
organization affiliated with the University of Virginia. More information about RBS is
available at www.rarebookschool.org.




The IMLS-RBS Fellowship for Early-Career
2015 IMLS-RBS Fellows

Sarah M. Allison
Special Collections Librarian
Archives and Special Collections
New Mexico State University

Yuh-Fen Benda
Cataloger and Bibliographer for
Asian Materials
Technical Services
Vanderbilt University

Marcie Farwell
Collections Assistant
Rare and Manuscript Collections
Cornell University

Alexsandra M. Mitchell
Adjunct Assistant Curator
Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives
Tamiment Library
New York University

Sandra K. Tharp-Thee
Library Director
Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma
Library & Archives
University of Oklahoma

George L. Apodaca
Affiliate Assistant Librarian &
Pauline A. Young Resident
Manuscripts & Archives Department
University of Delaware Library

Rosemary K. J. Davis
Samuel French Collection
Processing Archivist
Archives and Special Collections
Ambherst College

Jamillah R. Gabriel
Metadata Specialist/Librarian
University Libraries and
Black Cultural Center
Purdue University

Albert Palacios
Graduate Student &
Film Curatorial Assistant
History Dept. & Harry Ransom Center
University of Texas at Austin

Allison C. Tyous
Technical Information Specialist
Library
United States Tax Court

Stephanie Barnwell

Librarian

Grace Breslin & F. Borden Mace Library

North Carolina School of Science
and Mathematics

Jason Dean
Assistant Librarian
University Libraries
University of Arkansas

Aaisha N. Haykal
University Archivist
University Archives and
Special Collections
Chicago State University

Tiffany Saulter

Affiliate Assistant Librarian and

Pauline A. Young Resident

Manuscripts & Archives Department

University of Delaware Library

Amy C. Vo
MSIS Student
School of Information
University of Texas at Austin

Librarians

Tameca Beckett
Special Collections Library Assistant
Frederick Douglas Library Special
Collections and University Archives
University of Maryland Eastern Shore

Marcela S. Estevez
Library Operations Manager
Collection Development & Technical
Services Department
University of South Florida St. Petersburg

Jameka Lewis
Head of Special Collections/Curator
Melvin B. Tolson
Black Heritage Center
Langston University

Curtis Small Jr., Ph.D.
Assistant Librarian
Special Collections

University of Delaware Library

Brynn White
Digital Projects and
Bibliographic Assistant
Cataloging and Special Collections
New York Society Library



